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COUNCIL DECISION
of 22 July 1975

concerning a programme of pilot schemes and studies to combat poverty

(75/458/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic. Community, and in particular Article 235
thereof ;

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission ;

Having regard to the Opinion of the European Parlia-
ment (1) ;

Having regard to the Opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (2);

Whereas, pursuant to Article 2 of the Treaty, the
Community has the task of promoting throughout the
‘Community the harmonious development of
economic activities, a continuous and balanced expan-
sion, an increase in stability, an accelerated raising of
the standard of living and closer relations between the
States belonging to it;

Whereas the continued existence of poverty in the
Community is inconsistent with attainment of the
above objective ;

Whereas in its resolution of 21 January 1974 ()
concerning a social action programme, the Council
adopted as a priority measure the implementation, in
cooperation with the Member States, of specific
measures to combat poverty by drawing up pilot
schemes ;

Whereas such Community action is necessary in order
to attain the abovementioned objective although no
provision is made in the Treaty for the specific powers
required,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:
Article 1

1. To provide concrete information for the Member
States and the Community, the Commission may,
within the limits of the relevant appropriations
entered in the budget of the Communities for 1975
and 1976

(a) promote or provide financial assistance for pilot
schemes which :

(") OJ No C 128, 9. 6. 1975, p. 11.

(3) Opinion delivered 28 and 29 May 1975 (not yet published
in the Official Journal of the European Communities,)

(®) OJ No C 13, 12. 2. 1974, p. 1.

— test and develop new methods of helping
persons beset by or threatened with poverty in
the Community,

— are planned and carried out so far as possible
with the participation of those concerned, and

— are of interest to the Community as a whole in
that they deal with problems common to more
than one Member State ;

(b) promote, carry out or provide financial assistance
for pilot studies to improve understanding of the
nature, causes, scope and mechanics of poverty in
the Community.

2. For the purposes of this Decision, the following
definitions shall apply :

— persons beset by poverty : individuals or families
whose resources are so small as to exclude them
from the minimum acceptable way of life of the
Member State in which they live ;

— resources : goods, cash income, plus services from
public and private sources.

Article 2

Community financial assistance may not exceed 50 %
of the estimated cost where this amount has been
reached.

However, for pilot studies, financial assistance may
exceed 50 % of the estimated cost where this amount
has been reached if the pilot study in question is of
exceptional importance for the Community as a
whole and is to be carried out on the territory of more
than one Member State.

Article 3

1. Pilot schemes and studies for which Community
financial assistance has been requested shall be
forwarded to the Commission by the Member State on
whose territory the pilot scheme or study is to be
carried out.

2. The Commission shall inform the Member State
concerned of its decision to grant or refuse the finan-
cial assistance requested.

3. Both public and private bodies shall be eligible
for financial assistance.
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Article 4

The Commission shall obtain the agreement of the
Member State or States on whose territory the pilot
scheme or study is to be carried out.

Article 5

1.  The Commission shall consult the representa-
tives of the Governments of the Member States and
independent experts on all matters of importance
concerning the application of this Decision.

2. The Commission shall arrange for the body
responsible for the pilot scheme or study to report
back to it at regular intervals on the progress of the
scheme or study giving any other information the
Commission considers useful.

Article 6

In 1976, the Commission shall submit a report to the
Council and the European Parliament on the available

results of operations carried out with financial assis-
tance from the Community.
Article 7

This Decision shall enter into force on the fifth day
following that of its publication in the Official
Journal of the European Communities.

It shall apply to operations for which the Commission
has decided for the first time before 1 July 1976 to
grant financial assistance.

Done at Brussels, 22 July 1975.

For the Council
The President
M. RUMOR



